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Goforth Elementary School
LEAGUE CITY, TEXAS

Mrs. Bennett is a 3rd-5th grade librarian at
Goforth Elementary in League City, Texas. She
conducts an “open library” concept, meaning the
students come and go as they need. 

How Mrs. Bennett uses Biblionasium
Before the entire school used Biblionasium, one
5th grade teacher was using Biblionasium
without the Destiny integration for her class.
Her class became experts in Biblionasium. When
the entire school signed up for the integrated
version, the teacher personally made it her
mission to teach the rest of the school how to
use it. Groups of 4-5 students would go from
class to class teaching the students how to use
Biblionasium.
 
Therefore, Biblionasium has created a unique
leadership capacity for the students. Pam
recommends other teachers interested in using
it encourages the students to learn and explore
it themselves so they can then teach others.
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THREE MAIN TAKEAWAYS
Students learned how to use Biblionasium themselves and went
classroom to classroom teaching peers how to use it, giving them a
leadership capacity.
Students are vocal about their reading experience with Biblionasium -
what they do and don’t like. 
Because of these two points, students take ownership of their reading.

“Teach a few kids and
let them investigate.
Kids are so
knowledgeable and so
fearless. It will just
catch on like wildfire.”



Benefits for Mrs. Bennett and students
Biblionasium is student driven at Goforth. Because of this, students are empowered
to make what works best for them out of their reading experience. Rather than being
pushed into reading a book they do not enjoy, students can have fun with reading.
This cultivates a culture of reading. 
 
 
 

The students from the 5th grade class who learned how to use Biblionasium
themselves would beg their teacher to let them be chosen to go to other classes to
teach. This excitement translated over to other aspects of reading, such as paying
attention to what they read in order to write a review or recommend it to a friend. 
 

Because classes have become united
around using Biblionasium, Mrs. Bennett
sets classroom wide reading challenges,
such as a non-fiction or a fantasy
challenge. Students are eager to voice how
they feel about books, which encourages
book reviews. 
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“I have seen them
take more ownership
in their reading”

“I feel like I’m not just
providing a library catalog,
I’m also providing a way for
them to share what they’re
reading.”

 
STORY TIME

An example of one of Mrs.
Bennett's students who went

above and beyond is a student
who figured out how to calculate
his reading logs by the minute on
a timer through the website. He

was able to make the most out of
Biblionasium and explore his

own unique interests. This is key
to growing a love for reading. 

 


