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THREE MAIN TAKEAWAYS
The bookshelf feature gave students a visual way to keep track of what
they had read and what they'd like to read next. 
Book reviews help students to synthesize and share what they have read,
which is the best way to motivate them to read more. 
The visual log helps educators see how to best meet their students'
needs.

Mrs. Shadish is a book-lover and 5th grade
teacher at Hopewell Elementary School in
Pittsburgh. She found Biblionasium in search of
a visual way to appeal to her students.

How Mrs. Shadish uses Biblionasium
Mrs. Shadish has her students log each book
they have read and add books that they would
like to read next on their Biblionasium
bookshelf. She says that this works well to
motivate students to continue reading because
it gives them a visual way to both recall and
look forward to books.
 
She then has her students write reviews to post
on Biblionasium. She says that this is what
really grabs their attention. “They are not going
to read unless they talk about it with their
friends and this is the perfect platform for that,"
said Mrs. Shadish. It allows them to internalize
what they read and get excited about sharing it
with their friends.
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“I talk books to my kids from
day one to the very last day
of school. We read in class
every day and they read
independently every day. It is
an absolute perfect match for
what we are already doing.”



The main benefit for students has been
having a clear visual of what to read
next. A common problem for students in
this age group is feeling like they are
"done" when they finish reading a book.
Biblionasium helps them to find new
books they want to read. 

 
Overall, Mrs.Shadish suggests that teachers and librarians dive into Biblionasium
with their students by their side and without fear. Though it can be daunting to add
another online platform to their curriculum, educators can explore new tools with
the help of their students. 

Benefits for Mrs. Shadish and students
The bookshelf feature was the greatest benefit for Mrs. Shadish. By simply glancing
at the books students had indicated they would like to read, she could collaborate
with the librarian to make sure she was providing the right books. She could also
keep track of what each student was reading and determine how to best meet their
needs. 
 
 
 

“These kids are digital kids. They
were using iPads, iPhones, and
computers long before they got
to me. Anything that I can
present in a digital format - they
just eat it up."

“They go on Biblionasium even
when they aren't told to. If it's
something they are using
without being prompted to, you
know it's something they like. 

BIBLIONASIUM CASE STUDY 2019 2

 
STORY TIME

Mrs. Shadish's 5th grade class
had a "genre project" where they
presented the genres they had

read to 4th graders. A few groups
independently accompanied their
posters with an overview of their

Biblionasium accounts. This
immediately piqued the 4th
graders' interest and created

excitement for the incoming class
of students. 

 


